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Astron
(A New Horizon)

David Shaffer

Instrumentation

Full Conductor Score... e
Oboa
1st Bb Clannet
2nd Bb Clarinet
Bb Bass Ciannet
Bassoon ..
Eb Alto Saxophone
Bb Tenor Saxophione ........ .o vieiseersisresssnmeses imssasssesomsessessnessssesens
Eb Baritone Saxophone
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Baritone TC .........
Tuba...cccs e
Timpani ..
Bells .. i
Snare Drum Bau Drurrl
Auxiliary Percussion: Crash Cym Sus C-ym
Triangle, Tom Toms, Sleigh Bells ..
Piano/Keyboard {(optional) ... ivmvermnseesmsenree e e s
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Program Notes

Astron (A New Horizon} was commissioned by the Kentucky
Music Educators Assoclation for their District @ All-Districl Junior
High Honors Band. The piece was written to capture the spirit of
“new horizons” in instrumental music, as these young musicians
perform thaeir first concerts. Writtan as a tone poem, the piece fea-
tures spirited lyrical meledies, interesting contemporary harmonies
and powerful percussion.

Notes to the Conductor

The opening intreduction should be played in a very stately man-
ner, emphasizing the marcato style of articulation. The tempo
should be no faster than indicated.

The original statement of the melody and counter melody occurs
at measure 7 with the melody in the saxophones and the counter
melody in the clarinets. Taka care to balance this section and to
make sure the lyrical lines are flowing. The melodic material
moves between choirs of instruments at m. 16. Balance is again
the most Important factor for musical interpretation as a secondary
counter melody is introduced in the upper woodwinds.

M. 24 through 32 contain the “B"” section of music and should be
much calmer and more relaxed building to a resiatement of the “A”
section beginning at m. 32. A percussion section break at m. 41
sets up the woodwind entrance at m. 45. Please note this is a sim-~
ple variation of the “A" section. M. 53 is the final statement of the
main “A”" theme with all of the countermelodies present.

Good ltuck to you and your students preparing and performing

Astron (A New Horizon). |
Do A

About the Composer

David Shaffer was bom in Columbus, Chio
and attended Grove City High School. He
holds a Bachelor Degree from The 'Chio State
University and a Master of Music Degree from
Miami University (Ohio.) Mr. Shaffer has
taught in the Ohio schools of Hamilton,
Northridge, and Wyoming. Mr. Shaffer has
been associated with the Miami University
Marching Band for 31 years as Graduate
Asgistant Director (1978-80), Assistant
Director (1980-87) and Director (1997 to date.)
Under his direction, the Miami Band has per-
formed twice at the University of Michigan, West Virginia University and
the University of Cincinnati. In 2000 and 2005, the Miami Band per-
formed a combined halftime show with The Ohio State University
Marching Band. The Miami Band has performed for seven regional
Bands of America Contests and annually hosts these events at Miami
University in Oxford, Ohio. In 2003 the Miami Band performed as the
“*Santa Band” in the 77th annual Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in
New York City.

In addition to his involvement with the Miami University Marching Band,
Mr. Shaffer has over 350 compositions and amrangements in print. His
compaositions have been used at clinics and music festivals around the
worid and have been placed on contest required-performance lists in
the United States, Canada, Europe, Australia, and Asia. Mr. Shaffer
has been the recipient of the ASCAP Standard Award in Music
Cempaosition for 18 years.

Under the direction of Mr. Shaffer, the Wyoming High Schoo! String
Orchestra performed as the opening group at the 1984 Mid-West National
Band and Orchestra Director's Clinic in Chicage. Additional Mid-YWestcon-
ducting appearances were in 2000 and 2001 when Mr. Shaffer guest con-
ducted his compositions with the Rabinson School Band, Fairfax, Va., and
the South Central Middle School Band, Carterville, Ga. In November
2007, Mr. Shatffer was invited o conduct his composition Purple Heart with
the Air Force Band of Flight, Dayion, Ohio, in honor of formef band mem-
ber Micheel Cifuentes, who was kiled in Iraq in August, 2005.

Mr. Shaffer is in demand as a conductor for new music reading clinics,
music festivals, and music education seminars. During the summer of
1986 and 1992, he served as instrumental dinector for the Saskatchewan
School of Fine Arts. In February of 1987 he conductad a program of his
music, with the China Youth Corps Band in the National Concert Hall,
Taipei, Taiwan. Mr. Shaffer is a past adjudicator for Drum Corps
Intemational and Drum Corps Midwest and has judged championship
events for both omganizations.

His professional affiliafions indude; Phi Mu Alpha, Kappa Kappa Psi, Phi
Beta Mu, Music Educators National Convention, Ohio Music Education
Association, Drum Corps MidWest & Intemational Judges Guild, and
American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP).

For more infanmation please visit www.davidshaffemmusic.com.
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Dedicated to the 2010 Kentucky Music Educators Association District Nine Junior High All-District Band.
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Conductor Score
024-3917-00
Flute

Oboe

1st & 2nd

Bb Clarinet

Bb Bass Clarinet
Bassoon

Eb Alto
Saxophone

Bb Tenor
Saxophone

Eb Baritone
Saxophone

1st & 2nd

Bb Trumpet

F Horn
Trombone
Baritone

Tuba

International Copyright Secured. All Rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A
WARNING! This composition is protected by copyright law. To copy or reproduce it by any meansis an infringement of the copyright law.

Timpani

Bells

Snare Drum,

Bass Drum

Aux. Percussion
Crash Cym., Sus. Cym.,
Triangle, Tom Toms,
Sleigh Bells
Piano/Keyboard
(opt.)
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