Ford's Machine

Jess TURNER (ASCAP)

Wind Band

Henry Ford represents all of the best qualities of the American spirit. His innovative and
entrepreneurial approach to industry led him to develop the assembly line method of
manufacturing which in turn helped the U.S.A. to develop into the economic powerhouse
that it is today. Of course, Henry Ford is most commonly associated with the automobile that
bears his name and while he didn't invent the automobile, he did help to make the automobile
available to the average American, thereby mobilizing an entire nation.

Ford's Machine 1s a celebration of the best qualities of the American spirit as exemplified
by Henry Ford. The piece begins with a fanfare which is based on Ford's name (F-dO-Re-D).
The F-O-R-D motive is to appear many times throughout the piece in differeng guises. After
the opening fanfare, there begins a musical description of a large factory. The music here
grinds, clangs, and thuds along driven by the relentless pounding of the percussion. The factory
finally grinds to a halt, and a celebration of the golden age of the American automobile begins.
Overt allusions to the 12-bar blues form, swing rhythms, and the sound of car horns combine
into a joyous celebration of Ford's America. Eventually, the industrial factory sounds take over
again, building into a climax before the F-O-R-D fanfare motive appears again as a chorale in
the brass, bringing Ford's Machine full circle to a triumphant close.



Ford's Machine
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